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Three State Water Resource 
Program Is Planned Here 

A four-pronged inter-state water plan began taking shape during 
May as three states — Oklahoma, Texas and New Mexico — started 
studies of the Canadian river and its branches for flood protection, drink- 
ing water, irrigation projects and big lakes for fishing. 

Proper development of these water streams, it has been stressed, 
can also mean better water conditions for favorable industrial growth. 


Oklahoma wants to put three 
more dams across the two rivers, 
the South Canadian and the North 
Canadian. Congress has just passed 
a bill which will let the three states 
work out a plan to divide the water 
of the streams fairly. 

The bill also permits the states 
to proceed with the Canadian river 
compact commission. Clarence 
Burch, Chairman of the Oklahoma 
Planning and Resources Board, is 
Oklahoma’s member of the com- 
mission. 

Burch, John Bliss, New Mexico 
member, and Col. E. V. Spence, 
commission member from Texas, 
will suggest to congress that Ber- 
keley Johnson, Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, be appointed non-voting 
chairman of the group. 

Burch figures the commission 
will be at work for the next two 
years. They must finish their work 
before the state can see the start of 
proposed dams at Eufaula, Mus- 
tang and Optima. 

When the work is completed, 
the reports and tables will become 
the first complete study ever made 
of the North and South Canadian 
rivers, Burch said. 

“We're trying to help each other. 
We want to draw up a plan which 
will give each state its fair share 
of the water,” he continued. 

How recreation and industry 
might benefit is stressed by the Eu- 
faula proposal. Plans call for the 
Eufaula dam as a flood control 
project, a source of electrical power 
and a recreation area. "Army en- 
gineers thing the Eufaula dam will 
make the Arkansas navigable,” 
Burch said. 


STATE’S FORESTS 
ESCAPE DISEASE; 
FIRE BIG PERIL 

Tourists in Oklahoma this year 
will find state forest lands in excel- 
lent condition, particularly those 
forests abounding in oaks, for 
Oklahoma forests have apparently 
escaped the devastating oak wilt 
that has ravaged oaks in several 
states to the north. 

This has been reported by Glen 
R. Durrell, forestry department 
head at Oklahoma A. M. Col- 
lege, Stillwater. Radio and special 
articles have emphasized the insidi- 
ous effects of the oak blight for the 
last several months. 

A bigger menace than the blight 
has been cited in fire. "We will 
have conquered one of our greatest 
forest foes when we control the 
fires that are laying waste to tim- 
berlands in this state,” Durrell 
pointed out. 

Oklahoma has some 10,300,000 
acres of timber, with 63 per cent 
of it in Eastern Oklahoma. 


Recreation Center Is 
Started at Wister Lake 

Eastern Oklahoma was the lo- 
cation of another recreation devel- 
opment recently for pleasure-seek- 
ing Oklahomans and vacationing 
tourists. The first such develop- 
ment at Wister lake has been started 
on Quarry Island by Ford Watkins 
of Poteau, who leased the conces- 
sion rights on the island for five 
years. 

Installation of boat docks has 
already been completed. The new 
recreation development contains 
about 10 acres and is one of three 
proposed public recreation centers 
which the government has planned 
for the area. 


Ideal Cement Plant 
Plans Big Expansion 

A $1 million expansion and 
modernization program has been 
announced by the Ideal Cement 
Company at Ada, Oklahoma. 

New equipment, including nec- 
sary auxiliary material, is to be in 
place and ready to operate by Oc- 
tober 1, 1950, M. O. Matthews, 
vice-president and general manager 
of the company’s southern divi- 
sion said. 

The Ada plant’s capacity will 
be increased from 1,600,000 bar- 
rels of cement a year to 2,250,000 
barrels. A new quarry will be 
opened six miles southwest of Ada 
where rock and shale have been 
quarried since the plant began op- 
erations in 1908. 


Packing Plant Established 

Sand Springs, Okla., already a 
city of industries, gained a new one 
recently when Bob Bauers and son 
opened a new packing company 
southwest of the Sheffield steel mill 
there. 

Bauer has been in the butchering 
business for the past 30 years. The 
plant is on a three-acre tract at 
Sand Springs. Sales are all whole- 
sale. 
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Blue-eyed Kathryn Murphy, 16- 
year-old Sulphur girl, was a 117- 
pound bundle of happiness the day 
of the dedication of the luxurious 
Lake Murray resort lodge when she 
was selected "Queen for a Day” by 
Glenn McCarthy, owner of the 
Shamrock hotel in Houston and oil 
promoter extraordinary. 

McCarthy judged the beauty 
contest and picked Miss Murphy 
over 11 other contestants from 
southern Oklahoma and Northern 
Texas. She is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur Murphy, Sul- 
phur. 

For attendants the queen had 
two "princesses” in Delma No- 
land, Davis, and Sue Mahaney, 
Durant. 
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MONUMENT UNVEILED 



Duncan Retail 
Business Sees 
Rapid Increase 

Recently released figures of the 
Department of Commerce disclosed 
that there has been a 361 percent 
increase in retail sales in the Dun- 
can business area and Stephens 
county over a 10-year period. 

The figures cover the period ex- 
tending from 1938 to 1948, and 
takes in retail, wholesale and serv- 
ice trades. 

Sales and receipts in 1948 
showed $82,560,000 for retail es- 
tablishments in Stephens county. 
Wholesale trade reached $18,668,- 
000 for the year, selected service 
trades $1,408,000, amusements 
$422,000 and tourist courts and 
camps $46,000. 

The figures were embodied in a 
Census of Business report of the 
department. The census showed 
retail sales up from $6,200,000, 
wholesale up from $2,300,000, 
service trades up from $400,000. 

The new figures are expected 
to remove some penalties placed 
against the area in gaining rec- 
ognition from manufacturers and 
wholesalers who base their business 
on the latest population figures and 
on the federal business census 
totals. 

Federal totals of sales, placed at 
$6,200,000 a year, and unofficial 
estimates of near $ 1 3.6 1 4,000 were 
challenged recently through the 
Oklahoma Planning and Resources 
board. The new U. S. Census Bu- 
reau report sent to all manufac- 
turers has established the Stephens 
county market at the $28,600,000 
mark. 


Furniture Firm Expands 

Sappington, Hickman-Rose 
(SHR) furniture company has ex- 
panded its retail outlet facilities to 
include new stores at 2830 NW 10 
and near NE 23 and Eastern av- 
enue in Oklahoma City. Already 
in operation was a store at NW 23 
and May avenue. The firm as it 
now exists, was formed three years 
ago. 


Oklahoma’s struggle for state- 
hood and establishment of a state 
constitution was relived early in 
May when a ten-ton granite monu- 
ment was unveiled at Tishomingo. 
William H. Murray, a leading fig- 
ure in the formation of Oklahoma’s 
constitution and in early statehood 
days, was the man to whom the 
huge monument was dedicated. 

Dominating the main entrance 
to the Murray State School of Ag- 
riculture at Tishomingo, the mon- 
ument was carved from native 
Oklahoma granite, quarried by 
Oklahomans. The stone came from 
the same Johnston county quarry 
from which granite for the state 
capitol building was obtained — a 
fact which should make every 
Oklahoman proud. 

Murray, who was the ninth 
governor of the state, heard him- 
self eulogized and saw the large 
monument officially presented the 
former students association of the 
Tishomingo school. Then he got 
up and delivered a clear-cut talk in 
spite of his 80 years. 

The memorial, bearing a bronze 
plaque with a profile of Murray, 
was presented by the Murray Ag- 
gies former students association by 
Clarence Burch, Chairman of the 
Oklahoma Planning and Resources 
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Board. It was accepted by Judge 
David Cotton, a Murray alumnus. 

The Murray monument stone 
was purchased through a $2,500 
appropriation at the last state legis- 
lature and through $500 contrib- 
uted by former students. Acting 
governor, James E. Berry, delivered 
the welcoming address at the un- 
veiling. 

Members of the Squirrel Rifle 
Brigade of 1906-07 were in at- 
tendance at the memorial monu- 
ment's unveiling program, adding 
to the color already stressed by re- 
marks made by Rev. D. D. Creecy, 
T. Bone King, and others. 

Thus was another mark of Okla- 
homa's early building days added 
to the state’s historic notes. 


35 Foreign Students 
Sec State Industry 

Thirty-five engineering students 
from foreign countries took a look 
at a portion of Oklahoma industry 
recently — visiting the Geo. E. Fail- 
ing Supply company at Enid. 

The students were guests of Mr. 
Failing and his associates of the 
company. They used the opportu- 
nity to observe some of American 
industry and its mass production 
methods and techniques. 
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Swank Resort Officially Opened 


Oklahoma's new million-dollar 
development at Lake Murray State 
Park, near Ardmore, got its official 
baptism on May 2, with a horde of 
officials, spectators and tourists on 
hand to witness the festivities. 

Clarence Burch, chairman, Okla- 
homa Planning and Resources 
Board, made the dedicatory address 
at a program officially opening the 
new lodge. 

Dedication events took place 
over a two-day period, and in- 
cluded many of the elements of a 
gala Hollywood movie opening. A 
bride and groom from a national 
radio program participated in the 
ceremonies in the midst of their 


honeymoon at the lodge and cabin 
development. 

Scores of distinguished guests, 
movie stars, state officials, and a 
“queen for a day,” an Indian prin- 
cess and many others were present 
during the two-day event. They 
took part in the official dedication, 
then took a tour of the park, 
danced in the evening, watched fire- 
works and took a boat ride over the 
clear blue waters of Lake Murray. 

R. E. Chiles, director, parks and 
recreation division, state planning 
board, was master of ceremonies. 
Guests of honor included Glenn 
McCarthy, oil man and owner of 
the famous Shamrock hotel in 
Houston, and who crowned Kath- 
ryn Murphy, Sulphur, as “queen 


for a day”; Mr. and Mrs. Bernard 
O'Conner of California, the bride 
and groom; former Governor Wil- 
liam H. Murray, and Fred Tucker, 
Dallas. 

Gov. Roy J. Turner was the 
leading dignitary of the evening 
program, which included a banquet 
and dance. With him as his guests 
were Adele Mara and Forrest 
Tucker, who recently completed 
scenes of the film, "Rock Island 
Trail,” filmed to a large extent 
near McAlester. 

At the dedication in regal splen- 
dor was "Princess” Dolores Wilde, 
Pawnee, who represented the 16 
tribes of Oklahoma and the Amer- 
ican Indian Exposition, Anadarko. 




2 — Movie actors Forrest Tucker 
and Adele Maro with 
Governor and Mrs. Roy J. 
Turner. 


3 — Mr. and Mrs. Bernard 
O'Conner, the "radio" bride 
and groom from California, 
multi-millionaire Glenn Mc- 
Carthy and Indian Princess 
Dolores Wilde. 


4 — McCarthy crowning Kathryn 
Murphy, Sulphur, as "queen 
for a day." 


5 — East view of swank lodge's 
lounge and dining room. 


6 — All-girl dance orchestra 
from the Oklahoma College 
for Women. 


7 — Guests relaxing in the spac- 
ious lounge. 


1 — Crowd listening to Clarence 
Burch, chairman, Oklahoma 
Planning and Resources 
Board, deliver dedicatory 
address. 






mm 


+*'.■£ T • «* * ■ t ' t # t* it .**?• , j: ■ 


r 


Other petroleum and coal products 

Leather and leather products.. 

Stone, clay, and glass products 

Primary metal 

Fabricated metal 

Electrical machinery 

Other machinery 

Oil field equipment 

Other machinery 

Transportaion equipment 

Instruments 

Other 


Total - 

p — Preliminary 
* Under 0.5 million dollars, 
n.a. — not available 

SOURCE: United States Bureau of the Census. 
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8 

n.a. 

2 

1 1 

2>p 

* 

* 

* 

* 

6 

6 

4 

17 

1 

23 

58 

103 

43 

2 

n.a. 

16 

58 

1 1 9p 

4 

16 

1 

19 

67 

107 

* 

n.a. 

* 

n.a. 

12 

1 2p 

* 

7 

* 

37 

130 

174 

* 

n.a. 

* 

n.a. 

78 

n.a. 

* 

n.a. 

* 

n.a. 

52 

n.a. 

1 

34 

* 

6 

92 

133 

♦ 

* 

n.a. 

n.a. 

4 

4p 

2 

6p 

18p 

28p 

24 

78p 

$104 

$694 

$55 

$341 

$1,727 

$2,921 


1.485p 
2,307p 
5,775p 
4,9 1 8p 
3,894p 
7,8 14p 
1 7 1 p 
7,643p 
5,860p 

1 ,080p 

3,825p 


$74,426 
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SOUTHARD'S MAJOR INDUSTRY — Above is a view of the United States 
Gypsum Company's plant at Southard, Oklahoma. Established in 1912, the plant 
is the northwestern Oklahoma community's major industry, with almost every family 
connected with the company. 

Gypsum Industry Is Vital 
Business For State Town 


Corning Production 
Will Be Increased; 
Berries Boost Area 

The Corning Glass Co. has an- 
nounced stepping up of production 
at its Muskogee plant to meet in- 
creasing orders. This coupled with 
an excellent strawberry crop in 
Adair and Cherokee counties con- 
siderably improved employment 
during May in the Eastern Okla- 
homa area. 

The Corning firm ordered em- 
ployment of an additional 104 em- 
ployees, most of them non-clerical 
women. 

Strawberry fields, however, were 
responsible for the greatest number 
of workers during May. The peak 
was reached about May 15, with 
an estimated 8,900 pickers em- 
ployed. 

A deep freeze plant at Stilwell, 
Okla., which processes strawberries, 
has started operations this year 
with improved machinery. 


Southwestern Area 
Gets Bottling Plant 

A new Mission Orange bottling 
plant has started operations at Ho- 
bart in the former W.P.A. ware- 
house building there. Installation 
of equipment was completed early 
in April. 

The new industry is operated by 
F. B. Morrow and employs seven 
to eight men. The plant was put 
into operation the latter part of 
April. 

Counties served by the bottling 
plant are Custer, Roger Mills, Beck- 
ham, Washita, Greer. Kiowa, 
Caddo, Harmon, Jackson and Till- 
man. 


Mattress Firm Sold 

The Pepper Mattress Company 
of Muskogee, owned and operated 
for the last 1 0 years by Joe Acebo, 
has been purchased by John M. 
Ogle, manager for the firm for the 
past two years. Production capa- 
city of the plant at present is about 
25 mattresses per day with five 
persons employed. 


One of the world's oldest indus- 
tries is now going strong in Okla- 
homa. It's the mining and process- 
ing of gypsum into modern build- 
ing materials. Gypsum as a build- 
ing material was first used, as far 
as known, by the ancient Egyp- 
tians in the erection of the great 
Pyramids. 

The "white magic” rock was 
used to produce the plaster for the 
famous Egyptian memorials. To- 
day, gypsum plaster is often re- 
ferred to as plaster of Paris, though 
it has been processed (calcined) 
and marketed in the United States. 

It was in 1912 that the United 
States Gypsum Company, recog- 
nizing the unlimited supply and 
great purity of Oklahoma gypsum, 
acquired from G. L. Southard and 
family, property in the northwest- 
ern part of the state. Soon after, 
the company enlarged and im- 
proved the Southard facilities and 
full-scale production followed of 
many different gypsum products to 
be used in building and for indus- 
trial purposes. 

The Southard plant has a com- 
plete testing laboratory staffed by 
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a battery of experts who constantly 
check every phase of production, 
from selection of raw materials, 
through processing and manufac- 
ture, to final shipment. 

There are several methods of re- 
moving gypsum from the earth. 
The United States Gypsum Com- 
pany employs' pit mining (quarry- 
ing) in the Oklahoma area. •‘'Be- 
cause of the high quality of the 
Oklahoma gypsum and because of 
its bone whfteness, the Southard 
plant manufactures many gypsum 
products for special uses. 

For example, there are hundreds 
of types of industrial molds that 
require minute accuracy and un- 
believable strength and durability. 
Southard produces just that type 
of industrial gypsum for just such 
molds. 

Also from the Southard plant 
come orthopedic and dental plasters 
of superior quality, thanks to the 
company's precision manufacturing 
methods and the extreme whiteness 
of the Oklahoma gypsum. Here 
too, some of the finest pottery plas- 
ters are produced for use in making 
molds that create superb chinaware. 
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ARDMORE SUPPLY 
FIRM IS WORTH 
ESTIMATED $250,000 
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ELDORADO BOASTS 
COMBINE SIGNALS 
PARTS INDUSTRY 


The Western Supply company 
operated by Clifton Wood at Ard- 
more has grown into a business 
worth $250,000 during the nine 
years since its modest beginning. 

Wood started the firm in 1941 
with a capitol stock of $32 and 
his shop in his home garage at Ard- 
more. Now the company sells to 
customers in 41 states and has 
an annual payroll estimated from 
$60,000 to $75,000. 

One hundred and fifty different 
articles are made by the growing 
business where one was manufac- 
tured nine years ago. 

Largest order ever handled by 
Wood was a $100,000 transaction 
with the Tex-Tan Manufacturing 
company for belt buckles. The 
order was sub-let to Huston, Dunn 
and Fuston in Ardmore. 

Orders average from $300 to 
$500 each, but Wood's company 
sometimes is handed a request call- 
ing for several thousand dollars in 
supplies. 


LAWTON BUILDING 
IS UP 150 PERCENT 

The Lawton, Okla. building 
boom continued through the first 
four months of 1950 at an un- 
precedented pace according to city 
inspector Charles Mankin. A rate 
of 1 50 percent greater pace was 
reported by Mankin. 

Construction permits totaling 
$2,324,987 were issued during the 
first part of 1950 as against $L- 
068,000 during the first four 
months of 1949. The employment 
service office in Lawton reported 
more job replacements during the 
last two months than for any 
comparable period since the war. 
The job placement increase linked 
largely with the building boom. 


The cottonwood ( populus del 
roides ) is found along streams 
throughout the State. It is a tree 
that transplants easily and grows 
rapidly. Because of this character- 
istic, the cottonwood has been wide- 
ly planted to get shade quickly. 

For use in towns, the cotton- 
wood is very unsatisfactory because 
the "cotton" shed by the female 
trees, the branches are easily broken 



by the wind and the rank growth 
of roots often stops drains. 

The leaves are roughly triangu- 
lar in shape, 3 to 5 inches across 
each way, and the edges are coarse- 
ly toothed. Cottonwood stems are 
slender, flattened and are 2-3 inches 
long. 

Male and female flowers are 
borne on separate trees. The fruit 
is a capsule containing numerous 
seeds, each of which has a cluster 
of white silky hairs. 

The wood is soft, light-weight 
— warping easily upon drying. Yet 
it is used for many purposes and is 
one of Oklahoma’s important tim- 
ber trees. 


After months of hard labor, nu- 
merous trips to Washington, D.C. 
and other large cities and much de- 
tailed planning, Eldorado has a 
new industry booming, with 
promises of a long-time future. 

The company is known as the 
O. G. & P. Company. It was 
formed by E. F. Ogles, Otto Gil- 
liland and Floyd Prather, bringing 
southwestern Oklahoma still an- 
other industry to add to a growing 
list. 

The firm manufactures two parts 
for combines, both electrical de- 
vices, under the names of "Wo- 
Boy” and “Tru-Sig”. Patents have 
been applied for on the two parts. 

“Wo-Boy" is a device that tells 
the operator of a combine when 
the grain bin of his machine is full, 
while the "Tru-Sig" is used to no- 
tify the operator of any choke-up 
or belt slippage before the machine 
becomes completely choked, and is 
an ideal apparatus for night opera- 
tion. 

The Tru-Sig is not only used on 
a combine, but on any machinery 
that has trouble with choking or 
which has belts that slip, such as 
elevators, gins, cotton oil mills. 

Specifically, the Wo-Boy device 
is used in the grain bin of a com- 
bine or any bin in which an opera- 
tor might want to check for run- 
over, or for measuring a certain 
amount of a commodity. 


New Milk Plant Opens 

A new milk processing and bot- 
tling plant will be operated at 
Frederick, Oklahoma by W. H. 
Howell, formerly of Denton, 
Texas. A building was fitted early 
in May for the plant. 
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